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GENTLE READERS, 

" X HIS addrefs is defignedfor^ 
and, I fatter fj^elf^yfiW be attraSthe of^ 
public attention to two important works : 
one is called *' Obfer^ations on the three Jirjl 
'* volumes of the Hjfiory of Englif) Poetry i* 
the other «• Remarks critical and illufrative 
** on the text and notes of the Iqji edition of 

^ &hdkj^eare:\ That both thefe publica- 

. . . t- ' 

tions proceeded from the fame pen is fufii« 
ciently evident^ from my own I will not 

B fa/ 
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fay — though I /hould'^be much concerned, 
if contempt and oblivion jhould be their fate. 
From which to refpuc them>. LwUl endeg- 
voifr to profraft the idea of thiir tjfift^nCe 
in your minds by certain emendations and 
additions — lijl of blunders Ij^uld fay — (i) 
to both. Indeed I Jhall not give myfelf the 
trouble to minute every inaccuracy I might 

m 

difcover (2) in them, btt4 tak^ it^for gnumted^ 
that a tolerable fpecimen adduced proves an 
infinity of errors behind, which never oc- 
curred to me. 



\ 



Obfervations p. i, at the bottom- 

'^•Porfonal iQotives.I cannqt pofEbly have* 
« been influenced by and utterly difavow." 
Pexfonal inveftive is comrnonly fuppofed to 
ipiply perfonal .eomjty : but tjie entity in, 
the prefent cafe is fQ far from being ^^r/bffa^ 
that .it is tyyn. fqunc^e^, on a^?neral brinci- 

'(i) See Obfervations jiJ 47. ' ^ (z) ib; p. 4. 



^le.' Thiis 'poUtion^'refults from the cha*^ 
rider »f Therfites — 

Spleen to mankind his envious heart poiTeft. 
Aiid &ttch he hal^d all, ^hnt moft the hi. 

• P6fB*8 trknttatioi of Homer, 



< 
■» 



Page 2. 

Mr. Warton is hfere reprehended for not 
making his Hiftory commence at an earlier 
period, l^recifely at what period it fhould 
have commenced was not my biifynefs to 
poiht biit. Yet many of my readers regard 
this objeftion as frivolous ; nayi ^hi'nk it ah- 

folutely proved Co by my owfl'illiiftration of 

,•1". « ••, •■ •>«• •... 

It: bebaufe hothihsr is' more common in 

; ^ . - * 

DiographyJ than to comniehce thejiory of your 
hero at the \ph or i6th year of his agei iarid 
a niiicli efteemed piece of biographical writ- 
ing ^^Johnfon's life of Sir Francis Drake] 
ttands in this very predicatnerit. As far as 
I can recoUefl the whole of this Obfervatioh 
was penned in a hurry: which indeed is 

B 2 ex- 
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^extremely vifible by the clofc of it. For I 

was in fuch hafte to heap cenfure upon ccnr 
fure^ that not one of the cenfures is Hated 
intelligibly. But to defend all my aflcr- 
tionSj and explain all my obfcurities, would 
require greater leifure than I am either willing 
or able to devote to it. (3) 



Page 7. 

Having made ufe of certain expreilions 
long baniihed from the writings and conver- 
iation of Gentlemen^ (fuch as^ flat nonfenfe 
^•^grofs and unaccountable flupidity'—matchlefs 
effrontery^-'^vi^ the like) I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to expound fome of thefe 
unufual phrafes by actual examples. The 
cited page affords a ftriking inftance of 
matchlefs effrontery. For I accufe Mr. War- 
ton of leaving an error in his text^ and 
onely correfting it by a notei and at the 
very fame time do the fanae thing myfelf. 

(3) pbf^rvations p. 3. 

' Page 
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Page lo. 

I proceed in a fimilar manner with ,rcr 

... - . * 

gard to '^ Ladies having been anciently 
** SherifFs of Counties/' But — to let the 
teader into a fecret— i-when I printed the 
text^ I knew no better ; and,« difcovering 
the blunder too late» found myfelf obliged 
-to infert JiicA a Jhuffieing nonfenfical para?- 
graph (4) by way of note. I could nat ab- 
'folutely retrad: whit I had written without 
bringing myfelf into a dilemma, becaufe re^ 
cantatkn proves nothing but ignorance (5). 



Page 13. 

r * 

It IS very true (as afferted in the Gentler 
man's Magazine of laft February), th^t Mr. 
Warton has corre£i;ed hi^felf in his ^* Emen* 

^' dations and Additiops'V with; regard tp 

« 

(4) Obfervations p. 31. (5} id* p> 32. 

" Boc- 



" Boccaclo's invention of the Story of pa- 

•* tient Grifildc/* But was it my bufyncfs 

^- , « . . « ' 

to fee this ? I ihoiild have loft the pretticft 
witticifm in my book — *^ blind Bayard never 
*^ heutates at a leap." It was better to be 
Mnd Bayard inyfelf. 



Page j>D, 



^. V 



Could it be expeded of me to refrain 
from having a ftroke at Prior for his want 
of antiquarian accutficy?' ^efpatteric^.gn 
emii^ent chara(fter is the Joy of Theriites. 
Yet I verily believe that the line in Prior 
would not be underftood by any reader^ but 
an antiquary^ to confine the age of the 
Poem to exadly Jhree centuries. The af- 
fertion may be taken in poetical latitude^ 
and if in refcrenGe to the age of thfe NOT- 
BROWNE. MiA^YDE herfelf, rather than 
tJf the poem, will -leaVie n6 poilible imputa* 
tlon of a literary iASle?fciirdcy Upon Prior. 

• Page 
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'* There have been' at leaft haff a ftore 
" impreflions- fince." This is faid to cor- 
red a bare belief, that the laft edition of 
Sir David Lindfay V wdrJcs bears date Edin<^ 
burgh 1709. The literary Public might 
perhaps have* been bbliged to me, if I had 
c'Orfdefben^dcd to name 'th^lc half a Icore 
later- impreffions. But jQibufd 'fome trou- 
blefome inquifitiVe perfbn cry/ *« prithee', 
'« Mafter "'I'herfites, hoW" coihes 'if about, 
** that «'6t ofie CKf thoft half -a fcor^'edi'iiohs 
" ever appears in any of 'the ihbft comprc- 
«* prehenfiVe moderihcataldgues ?'* I would 
loon fettle the poiiit with my re/I/ep inquirer 
by — felling liim k bairgaih '.-^t do not 'tare a 
^— whether you Relieve me or not. (6) • 

- ' ■ ' 1 » 

^ ' * . ■ • • i • 

To be feriou^, there isia real obftacic to 

my particularifing thefe edftions of Sir' 

(6) Obfenratione p, 34, 

*-• David 
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David Lindfay* It would invalidate the 
proof of their exiftence. This fecming 
paradox will turn out perfedtly clear by the 
fubfeque^t addition to r « * ., 



Page 26. 
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Mr* Wartonhas put xlown tl^ title aft, 
targe oi S^k^eliton's inocalityt called the Ni- 
gramanfir— the date-^tht printer — thc^i^r 
of the book*-^and a particular detail of its 
contents y and has alfo itold u^ xh&perjan wha 
ihewed it him* For all whigh re^fons Is 
deny its exi(lence» It would ill become 
a, writer of my confcquence to allow any 
thing to exift unknown to hisfelf. M. La 

Croze, how famous foever within half a 

••••■' ■ ' / 

century, may as well have his name erafed 

at once from all literary records, ilnce I 
never beared of him (7^ Yet it is an ,abo- 
minahle ihame for any author^ to be un-iiir 

I (7} Observations p. 46, 

formed 
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formed of thft mertft trifle which I can in- 
(ottxi him of. Not to know •' la biblio- 
^ theqoe bleue" for the qaaint phrafe of a 
Frenchman I fTiat ajtanifhing ignorance / (S) 






Page 27. 

A queftion is herfe afked with a very tri- 
umphant air, " whiether Morte Arthur was 
** recently publifhed in the reign of Henry 
*« the fourth, or of Queen Elifabeth ? To 
which has been given this anfwcr: '*1ate 
^ in the reign of Queen Elifabeth — printed 
•• by Thomas Eaft. A copy of this im-* 
** preflion was fold by audlion among Mr, 
** RatclifFe's books in 1776, aad Mr. Pen- 
*' nant was the purchafer. This edition 
*^ indeed is mtJhout date, but the printer 
♦* {accordihg to Ames) eterciffed his tradi 
" till after i6oo. And though Amefcfs au-^ 
*^ thority fhould be difpttted as to Eaft and 

(8) Observations p. 27, at the bottom. 

C ««Efte 



^ 
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*' Efte being the fame perfpn, yet article; 
*' ^077 of Bibliotheca Weftiana (catalogued 
" by the accurate Mr. Patcrfon) coBtainS' 
** two pieces printed by Thomas 'Esafi fo late^ 
*' as 1592. And whoever would pervert 
** the meaning of the word recently z% intend- 
** ed for originally muft be very (hort-fighted, 
*' or rather wilfully blind ; fince Mr. War- 
** ton in another part of his work has wrote 
** confiderably about Morte Arthur — as 
*' Caxton*s.'* I muft confefs, that I was 
not aware of th^fe circumftances^ and muft 
intreat itiy gentle readers not to recoiled: at 
prefcnt — always confident and always wrong 

19). .. 



Page 28, at the bottom. 

Mr. Warton's fupcriority of condu<9:;in 
the Rowleian controverfy could not be de- 
nied: but> wherein it was moft: confpicuous^ 
was not for me to obferre. It galls. me to 

(9) Obfervations p. 42. 

fee. 



fee, with what temper he refuted—a viru 
/enf anonymous antagonifl. 



Page 31. 

If I was miflaken in the inftance of Morte 
Arthur, I am certainly right in recording 
the blunder of Qordobucke : and a blunder it 

( 

is of Mr* Warton's own memory. Yet is it 
not an amazing proof of partiality and pre- 
judice,, thiat not one of his admirers will 
allow it to be any imputation on the blun* 
derer's learning ? I heard one of them fay : 
*' fuch a trifling inaccuracy had (no doubt) 
" better have been avoided : but whoever 
** conuders thefe errors of forgetfulncfs as^ 
^* marks of ignorance, muft have a very 
** fhallow conception of what real know- 
" ledge confifts in/' Nay, fuch critics as 
thefe go fo far, as to hold my detedlion of 
Frcebairn for Ruddiman (10) almoft as 

(lo) Obfervations p. 24. 

C 2 cheap. 



ch6ap# OfMftfirousf Sheer ra4kal igwranff 
and nothing elfe ! [}i). 



Page 3a. 

My readers might obferve, that I fct out 
wi(tb. preparing thera for a, warmth of eKpref- 
* Jion. The firt has been kiftdling apace» and 
now burfts out into a flames. I wx io paf- 
fionately fond of the paflagc, that I canoot^ 
help tranfcribing it at length* *'. It is in my 
'^ opinion a moftextr^ordinary, and» I hope 
•* and believe, unparalleled circumftance^ 
** that a man of ^eminence in the literary 
^^ world fhpuld, in order to enhance the 
^^ bulk and price of his writings, hazard his 
^' reputation upon, and defcend to, or rather 
** be'guilty of, fuch low, fuch paltry, fuch 
*< difhonourable, and even diihoneft artifices, 
*' as almoft to defer ve the name and puniih- 
'^ ment of a— SWINDLER." Without 

(11) ObfervaUoii9 p. 29. 

vanity 



^ 

/ 
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Yanit)r V *ah venture -tty^^fifmt^ thit' tKft 
paffage ^rwj ij general challenge ta all thh 
regions of— BEAR GARDEN. SKoirfd 
any reader pretend to want it illuftrated, let 
him turn to Macbeth — 

r 

It is a tale« j 

Told by an idiot, full of found and furjj ^1 

Signifying^ t^otkingi ' ; ' 



< < 
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Page 37. ' 

\ 

Thofe who do not underftand my man- 
ner of writing have here brought a charge 
againft me of grofs hiflorical ignorance. 
They fay, that Note 43 plainly infers my 
taking Henry the eighth for Son to Edward 
the iixth. And I hayo got, i;>t€e thia ftmpe 
by charging Mr. Warton yfith a triviarefr 
ror, which nobody bclicveft to bo UI3. I 
fucceeded no better by notipiog in p. 25,(fof 
the Obfcrvations) a miftake of JS"w>^ for 
Arthur: for, as ill luck would have it, I 

foifled 



ibifted it among the extras from tht JeconJ 
volume^ when it really occurs in the mid4Ie 
of the t&irJ» Rifum teneatis, amici ? 



Page 42. 

Whoever flands forth as an accuier^ mud 
not be over«fcrupulous in collecting articles 
of impeach men t. Otherwife Clitophon and 
Leucippe might have been allowed the title 
of a Poetical Novel. Poefis Profaica not 
unfrequejitly diftinguifhes a literary clafs. 



# * * 

I have thus completed my dejign of revifing 
the Obfervations ; and truft, that it will 
not be deemed an ufelefs labour^ to have dif-* 
covered and redified as many errors and faU 
fities in a fmall work of lefs than fifty pages 

avowedljr 



i 
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avowedly confpcrated to vcrftcity( i a), aS/ 
remain- yet chargeable on threelargevoj^ilids. 
of the Hiftory of Englifli Poetry — rcpletfc 
with the mofl; cxtenfiv^e erudition, and with 
a variety of difficult refearches* 



' Before -I proceed to a revifal of the " Re- 
•' mark^/' I Jhall make bold to break the 
(hain with a fhort view of tiirf orthographi- 
cal peculiarity, which prevails throughout- 
both publicati(>n€. ^ Not to tire the pa« 
tience of my readers, I will confine the in* 
fiances to a fingle fpecimen. . 

• • • 

The fpelling of /i6rrg/Z>r can hardly havd 
efcaped your notice. If we are to be go-4 
veirned by the two Saxon monyfyllables of 
which it is formed, it fhould certainly be 
thfrfov, as it was frequently printed by 

(12) See the motto to the Obfervations. 

Caxton, 



f »« ] 

Cixtofi/ m^ as fometin^es a printer or tWb 
of Idter date affc^cdly printed it; a book 
that appeared aboiit 1546 [The Complaint 
of Roderyck Mors] ha« many inftances of 
this way of- fpelling.* But Caxton alfo 
adopted therfor^j which in fome cafes he 
could not with any propriety have avoided ; 
fince in ** The Morale Proverbs of Chryf- 
** tine*' it rimes to /ore, and in ** The 
••Prologue to the Cantferbufy TakS'* to 
fw^re^ Hence a plain inference maybe de^ 
dpiced; which>fe, that the jSMa/ f hM bcifa, 
^ded fo early as in (be days of Cha«ctr«v 
Tberjb^^ was oKift an : vogue till the middle 
of Queen Elifabeth'ls reign.; Aace which 
the modern ther^ore has prevailed. To 
foften the found of a word hj- t\it final e 
has always been a favourite pr*9:iee with 
tfep; Englifh, They had added it to the 
words ther and wher long before they Ifl* 
fched it in the toiddle of their eompbtittcfS 
ther^rfore and wherefore: and^it ftill c^cxnti-* 
nues to be omitted in wl^erever-'^-^xccpt by 

myfelf J 
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myfelf J -who, to prcferve an equilibrium, 
have inferted the ^ in wher^-cvcr, which 
curtailed therefor wants. Thus neither the 
Saxon, nor^A/Englifh, nox modern Y.Xi^\Q\j 
nor any Language whatever can lay claim 
to therefor I which is indubitably mine own 
child, and LITERAL AFFECTATION 
is its mother. 

Surely, my gentle readers, you need not 
demand a ftronger proof of this jftriking 
peculiarity \ which neither Tyrwhitt, nor 
Manning, nor aay of our ablcft etymolo- 
gifts ever attempted to introduce. They 
are awed by general principles; and bow 
down to the maxim in Horace, << that efta-> 
<^ bliihed cuftom is the ftandard of Ian- 
«* guage(i3)/' Perhaps too they may pay. 
fome little regard to a modern itoaxim in 
Rochefaucault— ^* C'eft une grande folie de 
<« vouloir etrc fage — tout feul." 

9 ■ 

(13) Si volet nfus, 

Qs^m|«ftr0arbitrittmeft> etjtts» et norma loqaendii 

D I pro* 
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P proceed to the REMARKS. The 
OBSERVER was contented with affronting 
a few clerical perfonages : 

Nunc in retuSiantes JrMcoms 

Egit amor dapis atque pugme. Hok* 

/ 

Let each cenfured note-writer defend his 
own particular errors, as he can. I fhall 
fet an example by a compendious revifal of 
mine. 

There are reckoned up in the preface 
eight profejfed editors of ShakJ^eare. I there 
deny, that any of the eight have a&ually 
collated the authentic editions ; and^ afHrm, 
$bat the text is in the fame jlate of inaccuracy 
arid cofrupiion in isjtbitb it was left by Ro'Wt. 
Hence it might probably be con^chided, 
th^t no edition of ^ny part of Shakfpeare, 
poflerior to kowes, has exhibited an ac- 
curate collation. Yet this is by no means 
true. The late Mr. Charles Jennens, in 
1770, publiihcd KING LEAR perfedly 

collated 



\ 



[ 19 ] 

( collated with a// the editions; and he after- 

wards publiflied more of the principal plays 
in the fame manner. This circumftance 
I have abfolutely ftifled the mention of. 
Such a conduct would have been exceed* 
ing;ly reprehenlible in any other editor^ 
But evafive practices can leave no ftain upon, 
are even permitted to, and commendable in 
the writings of 

•«-TT;this ^our all licenfed Fool. K. LEAR. 

How I have fubftantiated the charge of 
not coHating againft the lad of the €ight edi- 
tors, is now to be confidered. After hav- 
ing examined [with the utmoft attention 
and accuracy, or I fhould in no degree de* 
fervc the countenance of the Public] elevea 
volumes^ containing thirty* fix play$ and' 
aadptations thereto, I have b^en ^h\fi to 
produce /'ze;^/2i^-^i;^ unequivocal marks of 
an uncollated text. But as nine of the& 
twenty^Eve inftanccs are annihilated by the 
** Supplemental Obfervations" in the ele- 
venth volume, the number mufthavedwin- 

D 2 died 
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died tojixieen^^h^d it not been for a round 
afTertion^ that hundreds of various readings 
bad efcaped the accuracy of Mr. Steevens in 
Hamlet aIone{i/^). Nor ihould the reader 
by any means imagine, that thofe unfpecijied 
hundreds of collations in Hamlet would 
have been of little utility ; but rather rate 
their importance by a comparifon with the 
other overfights noticed in the ** Remarks/* 
To exemplify their confequence I will juft 
mention fwo — band a rope, for handle a rope 
[i^)-^aiittle while, for yet ^ while(i6)« 

I ani now going to enter upon a fubjecfl, 
which might have given me much mortifi* 
cation; if I did not, after the example of the 
impoftor Pfalmanafar, take greater pride in 
difplaying my plagiarifms, than in the pla« 
giarifms theirfelves. I have already hinted 
at nine collations, which I had borrowed 
from the *^ Supplemental Obfervations,*' 

(14) Remarks, p. 190* note* (15) Ibid. p. }« 

(16) Ibid. p. I9. 

which 
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which arc chiefly Mr. Malpne's : 1 am in* 
debted to the fame for a dozen other re« 
marks, which I have felonioufly printed as 
my own. • Nor can I more eiFcdually de- 
monftrate the franknefs of my confeflion, 
than by a confpicuous arrangement of the 
paflages, as follows : 



TEMPEST. 
Remark on page 47* 

Mettle iot Metal. 



TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA. 

on page ip'pv 

The interpretation of leave. 



.* 



MIDSUMMER-NIGHTS DREAM. 

" ' ' ■ on page loo. 
The fenfe of mine own and not mine own. 

AS YOU LIKE IT. 
on page 263. 

Making 



♦* t 



■ t 



2 

IVf akiqg thft copverfation ^Stqutl of what 
had con^menced hefpre the Play. 



V <«< -, 



TWPLFTH[ NIQHT. 

.. . ; on p^g^ Z79f 

Jnterpretatipn oi ixtraSfi^g. 



WINTERS TALE. 
— — on page 326. 
The ienfe oSfomi Jive. 



CORIOLANUS. 

on page 352. 
The break' in the fentence before — Boils* 

on pgge 378. 

The way of pointing and underftanding— 

Menentus? ever^ ever. 



« > 



TIMON OF ATHENS. 
-— - on page 326. 
Mqfl needs, for muji need. 

CYM- 






{ n 3 , 



* 



CYMBEUNE. 

on page 175. 



Fair for Jar. 



btHELLO. 



on pa|;e 427. 



Off'Capp'd for oft capped. 



* on page 446. 



Suppofing Caffio's ignorance to be fcign- 
' cdly put on. . 

This fair exhibition of plagiariims may 
at leaft preclude it from any other quarter. 
An unfriendly pen would have been apt to 
clofe the detedtion with a quotatioa from 
my preface — Surely^ men who thus proudfy 
expofe and fevt rely reprobate the crimes of their 
neighbours 9 Jhould effectually guard theirfelves 
againft fmilar accufations. 

While the humour of confcflion Conti- 
nue6, I will juft point out one or two er- 
rors 



/ 
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rors, which difgracc the pages of the ** Re- 
«* marks." A fpcech of Antipholis of Sy- 
racufe is inferted in ** Meafure for Mea- 
«* fure(i7):'* but to make amends to the 
•^ Comedy of Error?,*' I have enriched it 

» 

with Benedick(i8). Such little miftakes 
fi)ight have pafTed uni^oticed, were I not 
conlcieus of having manifefted a captious 
cagernefs to difcover them in others. Ah ! 
why did I bark at Mr. Wartoft ? — fake my 
iidmke z^'-'^Frint it correStly, or. Let it 
aI6ne{ig). 

■ • 

Thefe confeflipns may appear ill calcu- 
lated for promoting the fale of the edition 
of Shakfpeare, advertifed at the end of 
the ** Remarks.** But, in truth, fuch at* 
edition wis never intended: it would re- 
quire much tot) great a ftock of patienc^, 
and dih'gcnce; of judgement, and of inte- 
grity. Neither were the Remarks their- 

(17) Remarks, p. 25. (18) lb. p. 29 (19) Ob« 
fervat(ions^ p» 39. 
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felves deiigned (o mqch for a 6riticii<n on 
Shakfpeare and his editors^ as to ufber into' 
the world the political and btjlorical tenets 
of the publifher. Theie he is deeply in- 
terefted in .promulgating, and would take 
fome additional pains to gain profelytcs to 
his lingular opinions » 

To begin with the political. Do not ex- 
pe<3:j my gentle readers^ that I (hould 
come to any confeffion on this head. Per- 
haps it would not be fafe ; and is lefs likely 
to be reputable. I fhall onely direft you to 
the pafTages, and leave it to yourfelves to 
draw conclufions. 

In page 84 occurs "an opinion, the ex- 
planation « of which (as it relates to the 
right of a " Convention of Eftates'* to bar 
the fucceflion) I do not choofe to be too 
bufy with. 

With regard to a paragraph at the bottom 
of the fame page— it is fit you fhould be 

E re- 
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reminded, that King John was aftually 
excommunicated and deprived by the Pope ; 
whence may be inferred my particular idea 
oi that damnable doSlrine and pojition^ which 
every Britifh fubjed: is required to abjure. 

« 

The note to page 93 is a fpecimen of 
calumniating thofe, that died in defence of 
their country, and of the Proteftant Suc- 
ceflion. 

Page 1 24 favours an univerfally exploded 
opinion oi indefeqfible hereditary defcent» 

The forecited paiTages were highly ne- 
ceflary to prepare you not to be too much 
amazed at my fneering the wifdom of our 
late glorious fovereign(2o). I meaned it 
for a trial of the public pulfe; arid it will 
at leaft be acknowleged a very novel modis 
of conciliating the approbation of ones coun- 

(zo) Remarks, p. 238* 

trymen 
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trymen— by flandcring the objeft of their 
efteem. 

V 

As Legiflation is a branch of Politics^ I 
here point out the inve£):ive againft our mu« 
nicipal law concerning fuicide(2i). The 
pafTage has more meaning in it, than fuper- 
ficial readers are aware of. ** Calling /^r- 
jury a njirtue^' and " raving at dame Juf- 
•* tice/' would be admirable pieces of evi- 
dence . before a Coroner's Inqueft. The 
Finders of ma4men in, fuch a cafe would 
ftand little in need of a cafuift to quiet their 
confciences. 

My Oracles of hijlory are Mr. Carte and 
Mr, Hume. They co-incide with me in 
politics. The truth of fa6ts is an inferior 
requifite. What matters it, that Mr. Jo- 
feph Sandford detedled in an Oxford Con- 
vocation the falfe pretences of thcfrji? or 
that his own work fufficiently detedls the 

a 

(21) Remarks^ p. 66. 

E 2 latter? 



htt^ f The niceties of exa6;ocfs are below 
the notice of fo elegant an hiftorian a$ Mr, 
Hume. Could it be expefted that HE 
0ioiild tm-n to any volunie of ia biblhtheque 
ROUGE ibr the number (22) of Knighu 
of fhe Gftrter ? Indeed I ihould hardly for* 
give ht$ want of reverence for Shakfpeare^ 
the God xkfwme %dolatry (23); but that he 
makes aoieads by never difienting in prin- 
ciple from a very iingular declaration 
tha^ <' Pagaaifm furpaiTes Chriftiaaity both 
*• ia wi£iom and ia virtue{£4)." 



Upon the whole^ it may not be amifs, in 
this place^ briefly to recapitulate certain 
diftinguifhing qualifications in the author 

(^«) Httsie^^'liiftory, printed in his life time, makes 
the number 24 befides the Sovereign. In the pofthumous 
editions the blunder is redified. 
(23) Preface to Remarks. (24) Sec Remarks, p. 175. 

of 



of the pieces revifed~4^i€ lupetiofutf jte 
commoQ reij3e|£ts-~4)is baldn^fs in repraac^^i 
— his defamatory liceatioufaefs-^ 

In royal fcandal his delight fupreme* 

All which, taken together, cannot fail of 
eftabliihing in his own perfbn an indefeqjfbk 
right to the name, ftile, and title 



THERSITES LITJERARIUS* 






POSTSCRIPT. 



TO convince the world that 1 4o not wiJi 

to recede from^ny <leclaration I have oxade^ 

but am ftill tt^A^ to kifs the rod mitJ^ fka^ 

Jure {fL^^ I here fubjoxn a xecent conv&r£i«> 

tion, very germane to the objeSt of the prefent 

4 

(25) Obfervations> p. 2. 

Jheets 
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Jheets (26), between myfclf and. an Old 
Gentleman. Fof the eafe of the reader it- 
is printed dialogue- wife. 

Tier. Well/ Sir, what fay you to my late 
publications ? Have not I thoroughly ex-* 
pofed thefe ignorant pretenders ? 

Old Gent. You have certainly raked to- 
gether a fufficient number of accufations; 
many of which may be true, or may be 
falfe» for aught that I know of the matter^ 
But if you had done it in more civil lan« 
guage, I fhould fuppofe it might have an- 
fwered the purpofe full as well. 

T&er. O, Sir, little pun(^ilios arc below 
the noticc>of AUTHORS. Plain truth and 
detection are the points to be aimed at. 
And as you modeftly decline giving an opi* 
Tiion of every particular inftance, I would 

(26) Remarks^ p« 8. 

only 
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only afk in general, if I have not made ma** 
nifeft an unparalleled ignorance ? 

Old Gent. To fpeak plain truth then, I 
really think that you have ; and that the 
ignorance manifcfted is — YOUR OWN :— - 
not fo much perhaps of literal antiquities^ 
but — of every thing ; 

■ ■ quod magis ad nos 

Pertinet, et nefcire malam eft : Hor» 

an ajionijhing ignorance of the world, and of 
the manners of the prefent age. For, truft 
me, the Progress of Refinement is not 
barely the theme of an elegant Poet : it has 
actually operated on almof): every rank and 
order of human beings^ I know a plain 
man, no claffical fcholar, yet addicted to 
the ftudy of Englifli literature ; who, from 
the pleafure he had received in reading Mr* 
Warton, was induced to look into the 
•* Obfervations/* The pcrufal extorted 
many a pijh from him, and at length the 
following exclamation : ** What a conceited 

*' coxcomb 
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•* coxcomb muft this be! and what a ftite* 
" he writes in ! One would fwear he had 
*' borrowed it from his aflbciated cxpofitors 
•* of language, the college-ptn-ter and bed^ 
maker (27). If fuch is the product of 
antiquarian refearches, I fhall never defire 
•* to be better acquainted with them : I have 
** no paffion for a fcience io evidently inefii* 
•* cacious towards civilifing the poflcflbr of 
^' it/' Thus, you fee, what difguft arifes 
from an. infult on univerfal delicacy. Had 
your attack been confined to the SNARLER- 
GENERAL, that fcandalous chronicler of 
Englifh Poets, the Public might onely have 
enjoyed the fport, and encouraged the com-^ 
featants with " fight DOG, fight BEAR.'' 
But Mr. Warton had previoufly retailed: 
that Public on his fide by his valuable con^ 
tribution to their fund of amufeuMnt. 

Ther. Notwithflanding all you have faid, 
I do not in the leaft defpair of a very fa* 

(27) Obfervations, p. 23, at the bottom. 

vour^ble 
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vourable refceptibn from the generality of 
readers. Nothing is more popular than 
abufe : witnefs the eftimation of Junius :«~ 
^hofe fpirit (if I fucceed) I fhall fancy 
myfelf to have happily inherited. 

Old Gent. You had better have inherited 
the fpirit of the Pevil. A difciple of 
Junius muft blafpheme our Conilitution for 
the purpofes of occafional flanderj muft re- 
probate ^^/V and jufl:ifyyS&/^-/W(?;7^: he muil 
renounce truth and argument> and avowedly 
appeal to no other toachilone than the ma^ 
lice of the community. The popularity of 
thofe deteftable Letters fervcs but to dc- 
monftrate a moft alarming depravity of na<^ 
tional morals^ and alfo of national tajlek 
For every writing which glaringly vilifies 
its author in the eyes of his readers, how 
fmoothly foever the nervous periods may be 
rounded, is its own executioner* He vifi- 
bly prefuppofes an utter extindtion of the 
focial virtues, and degrades all whom he 
addreiTes into the nature of infernals : itrange 

F p<:oofs 
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proofs of itiierit in a compofer 1 Aad with 
regard to the example of^rr^ in Junius—" 
tonfider^ that the oflenfible fubjedt of your 
own lucubrations muft not look for readers 

among the demoniacs of party, but in the . 
republic of letters. Yet furely you are not 
fo infatuated as to claim theileaft alliance with 
this party- writer injiile. Can you difcover 
siny likenefs in your blurted petulancies ? 
Or would you vouch fome encumbered knr 
tence-^u^with diilocated joints terminating ia 
upofty tOy and of—^iS if you were penning an 
aft of parliament ? I confefs that in the 
mere operation of ** throwing dirt" you 
(topy Junius to a marvel : but you want 
the art of moiftenirig the coiiipoft, to make 

« 

lijiick ; it immediately crumbles into duft 
without approaching to the pelted objed* 
After all, it is not my intention to diffuade 
or difcourage you from writing. Onely 
learn lirfl to write like a gentleman : lea^e 
off* retailing ftale illiberalities : get cured of 
your delirium of fancied importance : ftudy 

the 
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the proporCioaable value of accompliih^^ 
ments, nor continue to be maximus in mw 
nimis. Before yoa attempt to reform our 
orthography, try to difcern the reaibne of 
its fubfifting mode. Be aflured too^. that 
the force of wit depemh upon urbanityt 
and that fentiments bunglingly exprefled 
are defe<3ive in the efTenee of fentimentv 
Far be it from me to depreciate the taleota 
yoti have ihewn^ Though jouar aecdleft 
panegj^ric on Juliet is a bayifli fample of 
Quftaken floridnefs^ yet your defence of 
Hamlet'S charader is neither deftitute of 
Ikrgament^ nor tran^rrfles the rukf of cl« 
vility* You feem ta be tolerably verfed in 
obfolete and provincial words^ and in local 
vttlgftrifms. From fome fueh well^fpTing 
oi fcience yoit certiaii^ly drew your intefip 
pretatiou of a great ca^, when you nfkade it 
iynoniiQOUs to a mna%su'y J^^l Ai(y{i9). 
Was t&ts the calf into which yxju facetioufly 
transformed Ariofto's Bull(29) ? Or does . 

(28) Remarks, p. 81. (29) Obfervations« p. 27. 

.Fa the 
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the humour of that metatnorphofis confift 
in Thcrfitcfes^ afluming the parts of the 
fligmatifed animal F^— But doubts like thefe 
muft neceffarily vanifh* when the promifed 
Gloflary to Shakfpeare (30) fliines forth. 
Your choice of fuch a fubjeft for the exer- 
cifc of your talents is exceedingly judici* 
oiis« No elegance of compofition will be 
rcquifitej and pradice may poflibly teach 
you in ihort explanations to arrive at a de« 
gree of ferj^ietdty. If, moreover, you 
could break yourfelf of interrupting your 
readers by thofe favage ejaculations, I 
ihould not abfolutely defpair of your pro«- 
ducing fomething ufeful and inftrudive. 
A work of this kind would do infinitely 
more credit to the compiler, than to be 
iignalifed for perpetual bickerings in the 
regions of literature, wbofe ways Jhouli hi 
ways of pleafantnefSf and all ber paths be 
peace^ 

(30) Advertifemeat at the end of the Resurks. 
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Tier. A mighty fine fandified conclufioa 
indeed^ Sir ! Though I cannot help think* 
ingy that one of your purpofed dictates has 
been omitted. You fhould have bade me 
relinquifh Shakfpeare for Beaumont and 
Fletcher, and publi/h THE TAMER 
TAMED. 



N I S. 



I 

r 



